


3. Attention-seeking 
•  Some dogs discover that eating poo gets you running from indoors to outdoors in a        
    heart-beat.
•  Research tells us that the best cure for copraphagia is prevention and management, so this   
    means going outside with your dog when he needs to go to the loo, and keeping him or her  
    on the lead so that you can divert him away from it immediately. If you are out and about, try   
    using a ball or toy to divert his attention, and work on recall for treats. 
•  Stay calm, and pick up quickly as soon as your dog has been to the loo, but don’t make it into   
    a competition! 

4. Avoid punishment! 
•  Some clever dogs work out that the combination of poo + human = bad things. So, to avoid    
    being told o� they learn to eat it to get rid of the evidence. 
•  Stop all punishment and scolding – instead, reward your dog for more positive, alternative   
    behaviours, such as moving away from the source to the back door, or moving towards you  
    straight a�erwards he or she has gone to the loo. 
•  Remember, it’s much more e�ective to reward good behaviour than it is to try and punish  
    bad behaviour.
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